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Young people’s academic 
performance and the gender pay gap 

 

New research by the Centre for Social Justice



RESEARCH

EMPLOYMENT:

• Young men’s and women’s average salary comparison

• Over the last 5 years, the rise in number of young men and women who are 
“neet” (not in education, employment or training)

EDUCATION:

• Early Years – percentage of boys and girls who meet goals

• A Levels – Comparative performance of girls and boys

• School exclusion numbers



FINDINGS

EMPLOYMENT:

• Young women’s average salary is almost 9% higher than men’s

• Over the last 5 years, the number of young men who are “Neet” has

    risen by 40%, while the rise for women is 7%

EDUCATION:

• Early Years – 74% of girls meet goals, versus 60% of boys.

• A Levels – Girls outperform boys by more than a grade and a half.

• Boys are twice as likely to be excluded from school.



According to the CSJ, the shift reflects an unfolding “crisis” 
for boys and young men, who are increasingly trailing 

behind in education, career opportunities and earnings.

Andy Burnham, Labour Mayor of Greater Manchester, 
warns that young men are losing hope in their mid-teens 
and often “fall by the wayside” when they do not fit the 

traditional school-to-university pathway.
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