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Exclusive! Children’s Media Foundation has the important stories that 

have shaped children’s media this year. 
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I don’t think I need to say what a strange year this has been.  But I’ll say it anyway.

So many changes; some good – time at home, learning new skills, rediscovering nature, and some not so 

good, particularly for young people – not seeing friends and family, home schooling, and uncertainty over 

exams. 

Despite all that, there are wonderful stories of perseverance and success. The 

children’s media industry has continued to produce excellent content by adapting to 

restrictions and social distancing.  Digital education providers, led by BBC Bitesize 

and BBC Learning, have upped their game in home schooling. The gaming 

phenomenon has been extraordinary, and the result is not the usual cliché of 

isolated teens.  And it’s also good to see books enjoying a huge surge in popularity 

amongst the young when screen time has come to dominate their lives.

As we noted in last year’s Yearbook, children are far more accepting of difference than previous generations, 

and diversity and inclusion is important to them.  But simply putting diverse groups on screen isn’t enough 

and representation is emerging as the key to audiences recognising themselves.

In most of this year’s articles mental health has emerged either as a major theme or a thread in the 

consequence of lockdowns. Producer Sallyann Keizer has written a heartfelt piece about children’s mental 

health and the need to provide content to address them.  

Other issues this year include the slow progress towards online regulation and the elimination of online 

harms. Articles focused on the internet include Baroness Beeban Kidron, OBE, outlining the successful 

campaign to include digital rights in the UN’s treaty on the Rights of the Child.  

The future of public service broadcasting, updated to public service media in the latest Ofcom report, 

features in CMF Deputy Director Colin Ward’s article which recommends we read the Yearbook’s “sister 
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https://www.imdb.com/name/nm1523728/
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publication” for 2021 – the CMF Report: “Our Children’s 

Future – Does Public Service Media Matter?”

CMF will be debating the future of public service media 

at the Children’s Media Conference, which is online 

again this year, as is Yearbook 2021. It seems that despite the strangeness of the year, there’s no need to 

miss out on the discussions and issues that have occupied us. 

Thank you to all the contributors who wrote for this book. The articles highlight the wide range of issues 

facing children’s media, and the high level of expertise, insight and creativity evident in the success and resilience 

of the industry that serves children and young people with their media choices. 

All achieved in the most difficult circumstances, despite these strange times.  Amazing!  

Diana   

> Back to contents 

https://www.thechildrensmediafoundation.org/public-service-media-report
https://www.thechildrensmediafoundation.org/public-service-media-report
https://www.thechildrensmediaconference.com/events/cmc-2021/

