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Editors’ Foreword

It's another bumper edition of the Yearbook, as
we air the key debates within our field - and this
year we are pleased to welcome Laura Sinclair,
from Cardiff University, to the Editorial Team.
Croeso!

Children’s media is in a state of uncertainty,
with problematic policy and funding challenges
at play. We can’t avoid discussing some of
these issues, but we also look to highlight
some positives and possibilities, for both those
working within children’s media and children
themselves. Digital platforms and emerging
technologies continue to give us many
opportunities to engage with children in new
and exciting ways. Young audiences continue
to embrace digital media, gaining agency and
bringing their voices to the fore. But that is
sometimes at the expense of the established
safety nets of ‘traditional’ media. Optimistic
notes need tempering when we turn to ethical
and safety issues, and the challenges of keeping
up with progress.

The Yearbook features articles written by
people who are creatives, policy makers and
researchers, all with one thing in common -
their clear (and at times nostalgic) passion for

Hannie Kirkham, Research and Strategy
Manager, Oriel Square, Laura Sinclair,
Doctoral Researcher, School of Journalism,
Media and Culture, Cardiff University and
Dr Ashley Woodfall, Associate Professor in
Children’s Media, Bournemouth University

children’s media. This edition truly showcases
how we all keep childhood alive in the media
we create for our own children and the children
around us, how we encourage and protect them,
but also where we fall down as an industry -
grazing not just our own knees.

We start with discussion on this year’s Children’s
Media Summit, which grappled with young
audiences’ migration from public service to
digital content. We move on to the history

of children’s media and how game changing
programmes have created a legacy that embodies
the interplay of childhood, inner childhood and
being grown up. We also take an international
tour, looking at perspectives and experiences
from Australia, Colombia, Spain and across
Africa, as well as look at how our home media
can talk to the realities of displaced families’ and
migrant children’s lives and stories on screen.

There is plenty more insightful, intriguing and
occasionally challenging discussion across the
Yearbook - as we span play, apps, edutainment,
influencers, children’s development and rights,
yoga, sport and philosophy - for starters!
Diolch yn fawr.
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